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Towards an Artists’ CinemaIn their responses to artists’ film and video, cinema and the museum are in 

crisis. At the same time, artists’ film and video often wilfully occupies the gap 

between a homogenised cinema and the fossilising museum and the number 

of artists working with moving images continues to rise.

In 2007, the International Short Film Festival Oberhausen took up the issue 

with the screening series Kinomuseum, curated by Ian White. Kinomuseum 

focused on the relationship between cinema and the museum, examining the 

responses of both institutions to artists’ work. The project proposed a radical 

alignment between viewing and critical thinking: Kinomuseum imagined a 

new museum rising from the foundations of the cinema auditorium.

This book collects texts written for Kinomuseum by some of the most influential 

curators and artists involved with the contemporary moving image, alongside 

related materials including details of the works shown in the original screenings 

and a ground-breaking panel discussion held at the festival itself. 

An invaluable resource for anyone interested in the future of the moving 

image and its institutions.




